When we gather for a pro-life rally such as thday we often find ourselves faced with the
pro-choice arguments, banners, and slogans bettasare not truthful. People are
intimidated by them and patrticularly when they gireeted by loud chanting that drowns out
all other talk. 1think most of us wish to be reaable people, and that means it is time we
called pro-choice on their false statements.

First, It's My Body, It's My Choice

The vast majority of and the most significant pbhgsdevelopments of your life occur in the
first 20 days after conception, while we are irblisito the naked eye. The unborn has its own
unique DNA, its own body functions, its own sextyaliro call this a “clump of cells” or a
“blob of tissue” is to remain ignorant of medicalence; do we deny the facts about our
galaxy or others because we can’t see them asasters can?

Abortion discriminates against people on the baksze and location.

The unborn look exactly as they should look at ¢iégye of their development, just as a
toddler looks like a toddler and not like an adulDo we deny someone rights because they
are very small?

Some say the unborn are only “potential” humandpgirthe unborn baby is a potential many
things — potential criminal, potential Supreme Ggustice, but it is only those things
potentially because it mlready a human being. To say that the unborn are paldniman
beings is as meaningful as saying that the liviegadl potentially dead. (1)

In 1969, when abortion became legal in Canadagtivere only five medical articles written
on the physiology and anatomy of the fetus; tearyéater, there were 2800 articles and in
1994, there were close to 5000, all the resulitohsound technology.

Knowledge should bring understanding and certaibtyt it seems, the more we know about
the unborn, the greater is the resistance to acleagwg them as members of the human
race. So now the argument becomes semanticsintian are not considered persons. This
is simply an attempt to dehumanize the unborn. kWéev when it was used before: Jews
were callegparasites slaves were callggroperty; in our own country, the native
population -anges- women have had the status of persongefgsthan 100 years. Refusing
to give the label of persons to the unborn doexhange the reality that abortion kills.

The Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada websitéestdA fetus becomes a person when the
woman carrying it decides it does.” (2) The deiom of life can never be left to subjective
opinion because it will be changed according toteder agenda is being advanced. If you
say that you don’t know when the unborn becomesrsom, but that you are still pro-choice,
you are, in fact, admitting that yaue willing to kill a human being.

The latest pro-choice argument is that the fetasparasite, taking up residence in a woman
without her permission. And pregnancy is compaoea Wwoman donating her kidney to a
born child — she has the right to refuse. Howesach month the uterus gets ready for



someonelse’sbody. So, while one does not have a right to artdtkidney, the unbordo
have a right to the uterus which exists for thedi. (

The mantra of those who want to keep abortion legdle word CHOICE. No wonder they
use that, who wants to be against choice? tlidstchoicehas a victim. And that victim has
rights. The abortion debate is the greatest fightivil rights in the history of the world,
because every single child is at risk.

Martin Luther King said:

“Abortion and racism stem from the same poisonows, iselfishness.

... to get someone out of our way, we have to comeitlprationales for doing so. We create
the deceptions that the other person is less impotiess worthy, less human. These
pretenses ...... are still lies and our actions arkvetdng.” (4)

William Wilberforce was the great parliamentarianoffought for the abolition of the slave
trade in England; he spent his entire politidal #idvocating for the rights of slaves.

If Martin Luther King and William Wilberforce weralive today, they would swimming
against the tide, leading the pro-life movemenetmgnize the rights of the unborn.

So that slogan My Body, My Choice — | think the by would cry
“My Body, Your Choice”

Now, posters with coat hangers and the woldger Again. People have been
deluded into believing there were thousands oftaefiom botched illegal abortions.

Bernard Nathanson was an abortionist, he was otteedbunding members of
NARAL, the National Association for the Repeal loétAbortion Laws, and he was
the director of the largest abortion clinic in b8 in the early 70’s.

Nathanson admits that he claimed that 5000 to DOydmen died each year from
back-street abortions. | quote:

.... the figures were totally false ..... But ...why gat of our way to correct it with
honest statistics? The overriding concern was tdéeges eliminated....In reality, there
were close to 500 maternal deaths. Now, the dd&i®women is a matter of the
most serious concern, but this is hardly an ovelnvimg death rate among the
millions of women of childbearing age. Dependimpu the value placed upon the
unborn, it might be lopsided for a society to cdesionly the 500 women and ignore
the 1,000,000 babies that are legally extinguisteath year.... this most emotional
of arguments, the one which swayed me more thamtgy, is now wholly invalid
and obsolete.” (5)



Some are afraid that, without state-sanctionedtamgmwomen will face jail sentences
for procuring illegal abortions.

But “for all the pro-choice fear mongering abouifers wanting to send women to
jail, there's only one woman in jail in this coyntn this issue -- and it's because she's
pro-life.” (6)

That woman is Linda Gibbons (and she is in jghtinow as | speak); Linda dares to enter
the 60 foot bubble zone outside the Scott abortuafpronto to offer women an alternative

to abortion. Because of her peaceful protestthimpast 15 years, Linda has spent more than
five and a half of those years behind bars. 8m&n need not worry about jail, thatis
reserved for pro life activists.

Feminists say that men who are not pro-choice dasmpoanything about abortion, chanting
“pro life men have got to go, when you get pregnantet us know”. The last time |
checked, every baby had a mother and a father.

Abortion is a social injustice and everyone, botilerand female, hasright and has auty

to speak against it. Weeedyou men to stand up and defend women and childierto
stand by and turn your head when you know that erisdoccurring and do nothing about it,
Don’t believe the lie that abortion is only a wortsissue.

Some mistakenly think that it doesn’t matter whe#dgortion is legal or not, you will have
the same number of abortions. But a quick loakeatfacts shows how false that is. Look at
this graph.

1970, the year after abortion was made legal ira@ansees the abortion numbers at 15,000.
The following year — 40,000. 1988, the year inchitthe Supreme Court struck down all
remaining restrictions on abortion, the number uasa little over 70,000. In the nine years
following that decision, the number of abortionsreased by 57%. Now there are close to
100,000 abortions annually. Legalized abortioescause an increase the number of
aborted children, because it makes it possiblevery child to be unwanted and
subsequently discarded.

It is not in any country’s interest to legalize dimn; a civilization that sanctions abortion as
a legal right is signing its own death warrantusB8a is on the verge of implosion due to
rampant abortion.

The Western world is simply not replacing itseEvery country needs a birth rate of 2.1
children per woman. Here in Canada, our replacéna¢a is 1.6, far below what is required
just to maintain our population. We are relyingimmigration to keep our numbers up.



When feminists talk about "women's reproductive rights," they mean the
right of women not to reproduce. ..... but the fewebabies you have today,
the fewer babies are around to have babies in 20a%s. Once you're as far
down the death spiral as Italy is (which has a ratef 1.2 babies per
woman), it's hard to reverse. Most European racesra going to be out of
business in a couple more generationé?)

People just don’t seem to connect the dots thatouent low birth rate combined
with legalized abortion is changing the face of society and culture. We will have
a much harder time keeping a so-called Canadiaritgevhen our population is
primarily Muslim immigrants from Arabic countrie&nd they will be demanding
sharia law.

If we had a plague that killed off 10% of the paidn, this would be considered a disaster.
This is precisely what legalized abortion has dontbe past 40 years.

And lastly, the slogan - Every Child a Wanted CHd - completely false

Wanting a child is an emotion, and emotions charldany women who find themselves in
an unexpected pregnancy discover that they comamd and love this child as the pregnancy
progresses.

But even if the mother does not want the child alvé&now or should know that there are
many couples wishing to adopt infants, and theyarevaiting lists for years. (9 years is the
length of time in Canada for infant adoption). tBe baby only needs to benwanted” for
the nine months between conception and birth; imately after birth, there is someone
somewhere who wants that baby, even if it is happed.

Speaking of the Handicapped Child:

With advances in diagnostic testing, we are seeutgenics rear its ugly head. The unborn
are called “fetal anomalies”, and mothers are aii® abort babies who are less than
perfect. 90% of babies with Down’s Syndrome drerted; this is why Sarah Palin was so
vilified in the American election. She was braveegh to give birth to Trig with Down
Syndrome when the majority of women in her situatiould have chosen abortion. Rather
than seeing herself “punished with a baby” in tleedg of Barack Obama, Sarah Palin chose
to see her son Trig as a blessing. The questsk {ou -what kind of person do you want
to be? One who feels punished or one who feels tded?

On one floor of a hospital, a doctor is performsuggery on a baby in the womb to correct
spina bifida; two floors up, another doctor is dingy a baby of the same abgecausdt has
spina bifida. How long can we go on living thiswt@diction? How long can doctors? (8)



What does this say to those members of our soailetyare living with handicaps? We are
telling them, that if we had the choice now, theywd not exist. Every sidewalk in this city
is made to accommodate wheelchairs, but in reaktyvould prefer to abort those who will
need to use them.

The pro choice side has lost the scientific arguntbaey have lost the moral argument; all
that is left is to cover up pro-life posters witlaitkets and shout down pro-life people with
chants. But you cannot silence the truth; bectrusie speaks to the heart and the human
heart will hear.

Gianna Jessen is a 30-year old woman who survigadiree abortion in 1977. Because the
doctor was late for work, Gianna survived, beirigetato a hospital for treatment and then
fostered by a marvellous woman called Penny. Aes®en months old, and with cerebral
palsy, Gianna couldn’t sit up, move her head d¢. t&ut Penny’s work with Gianna changed
all that. Now, at 30, Gianna walks with a limpt bas no trouble expressing herself. In fact,
she testifed before the Supreme Court in the Ushiinfant Protection Act for those babies
born alive during an abortion.

In Gianna’s own words:

“I have been unwanted since conception. ..... d¢irabdn is merely about women'’s rights,
then what were mine? There was not a radical fistrstanding up and yelling about how my
rights were being violated that day. In fact, nig lvas being snuffed out in the name of
women’s rights.

....when | hear the arguments that we should haveiahdecause the child just might be
disabled, the horror that fills my heart. Theretarags that you will only be able to learn by
the weakest among us. And when you snuff themyoutare the one that loses.... What
absolute arrogance, that the stronger should ddentha weaker, should determine who lives
or dies. Do you not realise that you cannot make ywn heart beat? Do you not realise that
all the power that you think you possess, you ygadssess none of it, it is the mercy of God
that sustains you, even when you hate Him.” (9)

In late February of this year, a man called Chptr Nolan died in Dublin, Ireland. He was
also born with cerebral palsy, but Christopherdmeither speak nor control his extremities,
and was confined to a wheelchair.

Nolan could move one muscle in his neck and, aageeof 11, he was equipped with a
“unicorn stick” that was fastened to his head. Whtlhe could peck at a typewriter. His
mother would apply pressure to his chin to stapittze his head, allowing him to type. It
took more than 15 minutes to type one word. Buttwiads they were.

He published his first book at 15, a collectiorpoems and his second book, Under the Eye
of the Clock, won a national award in 1988. His neotBernadette said: “He has shown
(people with disabilities) that life is worth livgn and it doesn’t matter whether you're in a
wheelchair or a bed; it's what's going on in younthand your soul that is important.” (10)



Christopher died at the age of 43. But look atlifes “With a stick affixed to his head, in a
body he could not control, his mother holding Higa¢ Nolan managed to produce a book of
poetry, a play, a novel, a biography, and an inbtedvitness for us all.” (11)

We recognize greatness in Gianna and Christoploause they did not give up on life; Why
should we?

Abortion is the solution offered first in an unptead pregnancy because it is quick and easy.
Abortion says “you do not have the ability to loxeur baby in these circumstances”. (10)
The woman who has an abortion not only lives whih life-long memory that she has killed
her child, shddecomeshe killing field.

No one should be able to say who gets to sit atatble of life, or more importantly, who
doesn’t get to sit at the table of life. (12) Tright to life is the fundamental right — and
everyone... here... today... got it.

What weneedis a change of heart. Whateqjuired is a conversion from a culture that
chooses death to a culture that chooses life. tAadchange will come through prayer.

Last fall, 150 people participated in a campaigitedad0 Days for Life. This was 40 days of
prayer, fasting and peaceful witness outside theHGpital, the place wheseventeen
hundred abortions are performed annually. The Vict@mneral Hospital is theost
hopelessplace in this city, because it is the place wizenmeother goes to kill her own child.

When a woman finds herself with an unplanned pregnave need to let her know what her
heart is already telling her; you may have madestake, but the life growing within you is
no mistake. That life igour baby waiting to love and be loved.

As pro-life people, we need to get outside of durrches, go to the places where the killing
is carried out, and stand in the gap between a winthaoice and the baby’s life, telling them
that they both deserve better than abortion. \&iedsas a peaceful rebuke to our society that
offers violence as the solution to the problem ofisis pregnancy.

If we say that we are pro-life and do nothing abiguhen we ensure that pro-choice
succeeds. As Elie Wiesel, a holocaust survivad, sa

“I swore never to be silent whenever and whereverdman beings endure suffering and
humiliation. We must always take sides. Neutralitynelps the oppressor, never the
victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never thiermented.” (13)

Today, there are 115,000 abortions worldwide eagh dhis means one abortion every 1 and
1/3 seconds. Mother Teresa, the great helper gidbe said that the poorest of the world are
those children being aborted, because they amatis¢ unwanted.



In the last 20 months, since 40 Days became amatienal campaign, there have been 466
campaigns in 240 cities in all 50 states, plus @anBrazil, England, Northern Ireland,
Australia. Over 200,000 people were involved ia ¥igils, over 4000 churches of all
denominations got involved, 18 abortion workers tleéir jobs, 3 abortion clinics closed
completely, many other clinics cut back hours bsedwsiness was down, and in tdfab1
lives were spared from abortion.

If you have wondered what you can do to stem the a@f abortion, look at where God is
active today. | believe that the sleeping BodZbfist is waking up to the tragedy of
abortion and people are being motivated, peoplé@ceming active who were never active
before. Those lives saved were not brought abpany changed laws; they were brought
about by thepeaceful powerfulprayers of those who heard the call to pray arnidess
publicly. Prayer is crucial but it is absolutessential to go public with it. How can we say
we are Christians if we ignore the river of blobdttis the undercurrent of our society? The
fact is that abortion is convenient for women, aredas a society have to admit it is
convenient for us too. But no reason for abortian stand before the face of Jesus Christ
who gave His life for us.

Pray and discern how God can use you in thesetgetimspeak up for those who cannot
speak for themselves. Pray for the babies at pisly for their mothers and fathers, pray for
those wounded by abortion, pray for conversiorhoke who work in the abortion field, pray
for doctors that they would see the sanctity & #ifid return to the Hippocratic oath; pray for
our elected leaders to put God’s laws ahead of tdvem personal political ambitions, pray for
our nation, pray for our world. (14)

Next fall, we will be holding the second Halifax B@ys for Life Campaign — it begins on
Sept 23 and will conclude on Nov 1. Come and sfanthe unborn, and encourage others to
come. Remember if the pro life side doesn’t wiQQ ONE wins.

"If my people who are called by my name, will humbé themselves and pray and seek my
face and turn from their wicked ways, then will | hear from heaven and will forgive
their sin and will heal their land.” (2 Chronicles 7:14)
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